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Draft Conclusion of President Thieu's 
Letter to President Nixon 

I convey to you in all candor my views on the major aspects of the 
pending peace settlement in the spirit of the very close and confident 
relationship which has enabled us to overcome together so many diffi- 
culties in the past four years. 

The blood which has been shed by so many soldiers of our two 
countries fighting side by side has forged unbreakable bonds of friendship 
between our two nations. We owe to them to ensure that the sacrifices 
they have made will contribute to the kind of peace they gave their lives 
to bring about. 

Those brave men had been called upon to fight to repel the undeniable 
North Vietnamese aggression in order to enable the people of South Vietnam 
to live in freedom, and to establish genuine peace and stability for this part 
of the world. To that effect, our two governments, in many summit con- 
ferences and numerous statements, have declared that the purpose of our 
struggle was to make sure that aggression should not be rewarded and that 
the people of South Vietnam are entitled to exert their right to self-deter- 
mination free from the pressure of violence and threat of force, and free 
from any external interference. For the reasons I explained above, 
the draft agreement which the Communists attempt to impose on us cannot 
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by any objective standard fulfill these criteria. On the contrary, they 
will negate all the efforts and sacrifices we have made for so long. 

I would like to point out that the views I express here are not merely 
my personal ones. They reflect the firm conviction of the 17 million and 
a half of the people of the Republic of Vietnam, in every walk of life, as 
expounded forcefully and unmistakably by their elected leaders at all levels, 
in the National Assembly, the Supreme Court, the provincial and village 

councils throughout the land, as well as directly and spontaneously in 
popular and spontaneous demonstrations throughout the country, upon the 
knowledge of the 9 points in the Communist draft agreement published 
by the North Vietnamese aggressors in their radio broadcast last month. 

i 

No one can deny that South Vietnam is the victim of a blatant 
aggression committed by North Vietnam. Therefore, any suggestion 
that our people and their elected leaders are an obstacle to peace for 
refusing the terms imposed by the aggressors is a most cruel irony. 

I am aware that, from the standpoint of the U. S. , this protracted 
war in a faraway land has been taxing too heavily on your human and 
natural resources. Therefore, this cannot go on indefinitely. That is 
why you have aroused great admiration throughout the world and strong 
support in the U.S. by the Nixon doctrine, whereby the U. S. will continue 
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to honor its commitments abroad, and will help other peoples to defend 
themselves, each menaced country being expected to provide the manpower 
and to display the determination in its self-defense. In this regard, you 
have considered the Republic of Vietnam as the test case of the Nixon 


Doctrine. 

I am proud to say that the South Vietnamese people have done fully 
their share in the joint undertaking. At a time when the U. S. has withdrawn 
half a million of its troops, the South Vietnamese Armed Forces and people 
have thwarted a general offensive launched this year by the North Vietnamese 
aggressors with huge and sophisticated armaments supplied by the Com- 
munist ppwers. The aggressors have been greatly weakened by that setback. 
The Nixon Doctrine has been fully vindicated. What remains is only to 
achieve what has been mostly done already, to fulfill our common goals of 


peace with honor, and a genuine and lasting peace for Southeast Asia. 


Instead, the acceptance of the settlement, as the Communists 


now 



try to impose on us, will frustrate and defeat our common ba 


sic purposes, 


because in that settlement the Communist aggressors refuse to accept the 
obligation to withdraw their troops concurrently with the withdrawal of 


allied troops from South Vietnam. The draft agreement also discards the 
essential principles of the 1954 Geneva Agreement, by the refusal of Hanoi 


TOP SECRET 



S3AlHO«V “IVNOIIVN 3H1 -1.V 030000*: 



f 


TOP SECRET 



among other things to acknowledge the principle that the two states of 
Vietnam, demarcated by the 17th parallel have to respect the DMZ as 


well as each other's territory. Furthermore, in the draft agreement 


North Vietnam arrogates the right to impose a political solution on the 





people of South Vietnam, which is b oth contrary to the 1954 Genev a Agree - 
ment and to the fundamental principles of international law, under which 
no state is entitled to interfere in the internal affairs of another state. 

Under these circumstances one can hardly wonder why the North Vietnamese 
aggressors who have been so uncooperative during four years of peace talks 
in Paris now clamor so loudly for the prompt signature of the draft agree- 
ment within very close deadlines. 


I am aware that the U. S. Congress looks on foreign aid with 
misgivings. But I have no doubt that with your forceful and persuasive 
leadership, you can gain support for what needs to be done to safeguard 
freedom and the long range security of the free world, as you have done on 
many previous occasions in recent years, and earlier this year. 

The U.S. Government has rightly stated that Vietnam has become 
a symbol of U.S. foreign policy, and that the kind of settlement for Vietnam 
will determine the kind of peace in other parts of the world. In fact, the 
nations of the world are watching closely the kind of peace in Vietnam to 
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determine their courses of action in the present and in the future. 

The issue therefore goes much beyond Vietnam itself. But the 
Vietnamese people cannot do less than to convey to you, in utmost sincerity 
and frankness their views on this vital matter, on the basis of their long 
and intimate experiences with Communist totalitarianism and expansionism, 
and because they will have to live or die under the settlement to be con- 
cluded with the Communist aggressors, No matter what action you feel 
you have to take under the circumstances, I wish to assure you, Mr. 
President, that the Vietnamese people and myself are deeply grateful 
for what you have done in relation to Vietnam in recent years. I hope and 
pray that our gratitude will go far beyond it, and future generations in 
Vietnam will remember you as the leader of a great allied nation which 
will bring about lasting peace and freedom for Vietnam and Vietnam and 
Southeast Asia. 


! 
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